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nEveryone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and
fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional
education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible
to all on the basis of merit.”
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“The Contracting States shall accord to refugees treatment as favourable as possible, and, in any
event, not less favourable than that accorded to aliens generally in the same circumstances, with
respect to education other than elementary education and, in particular, as regards access to
studies, the recognition of foreign school certificates, diplomas and degrees, the remission of
fees and charges and the award of scholarships.”
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. Education makes the difference between inclusion or marginalisation, self-reliance or
dependency, rebuilding a life or remaining in a situation of loss and despair. Higher education is
what turns students into leaders. By harnessing young refugees’ creativity, energy and idealism, it
positions them to become role models, and furnishes them with the means to amplify their voices
and enable rapid generational change... I appeal to the government and higher education
institutions to provide more schemes allowing qualifying refugee students to attend universities
under the same conditions as nationals” (Building Bridges between Israel and Africa, IDC, 15
September 2019 UNHCR).
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